
Make pbotocoples of thls form to distributt! Lo schools, community centera, churches, etc. T m  pads oi Jds ehcvt 
may he purchased from Shumsky Enterprises or the Canadian Service Centre. 

Application for 2005-2006 ' 

Optimist International Essay Contest 
-/ 

Name M F 

Sponsoring Optimist Club Name & No., - .' - .- 

Essay Chair's Name Optimist Club Wephone ( ) -. 

- - -  



Official Wb: "I'm Unique Because . ." 
Essay Contest Rules 
Each contestant must be given a copy o l  the rubs and complete the 
entry Conn. The tuks contain information about the contest, judging 
and awards. 
Sectian 1 - General Rules 
1. Tblt OptM lsr International Essay Contest is divl&d tntn three 

levels of competition: Cbb, Distrid and I n t m o n a l .  
2. ConGstants musk rlltet through a IcKal Optimist Club. 
3. Contedants murst compw an original essay with limited 

guidance fmm others. Webster's Dicljonary defines an essay 8s 
an analytic or interpretive literary composidan. Work$ of, 
fiction or poetry will not be accepted. 

4. Optimist Iniernatiaml will have the right to edit, publish 01 

otherwise duplicate any essay entered into the contat withart 
payment to the author. 

Section I! - Qu Jifiudom for C4ntortmntr 
1. The contest is open to students under age 19 as of December 31 

of the 2005-2006 school yeaL Contestants must mea all 
qulrernet~ts to com,pete. 

2. Cornemnts are eiieible for only one Club's essay contest durlng 
any given year. 

3. No individual having prwriously woxr an b a y  S&ohr~~hi.lp d l  be 
r l i k  to compete at any level d the compdtbn awln. 

Section M - Contest Rukr 
I. Ucb contestant must be given a copy of the ruks and must 

complete the entry form. Thc mica contain infonnatlon about 
the contest, judging and awards. 

2. Rdcipnts must wrfte on the official topic The official topic 
must be lsted 4 t h  the total number of words at the tap of tbe 
first page of the manuscript. (KJedudoa of 5 pohls for edcb 25 
words over/unrler limit) 

3. Each entry must be@ with a title page cantaidng: topic, number 
of w d t i .  writer's rwne, addrrsa, phone number, date of binb. 
(Deduction of 5 points for incorm roral of w d 6 )  

4. Essays may be handwritten or type-written but must be doubje- 
spaced. lDeducrion of 5 points) 

5. Esbays must contain at least 400 words but no more than 500 
words. Every word of the essay is counted. This does not 
include the bibliography, footnotes identifying noa-omnal 
material or title. 

6. Each page of the esuy must be numbered starting with the Bmt 
page of tbe essay, not the title page The numbers must 84 
centered at the Morn of ea& page. 

7. Any quotations ot copyrighted material used in the essay must be 
identified properly. For example, use or a specific writer's famat 
[such as MLA) m y  be specified by the i n m u m  overseeing the 
contest. Rttum to identify mn-original material will mjd in 
ditqualification. 

8. No reference caxr, be made in the essay tbat identifies tht 
conteamt or their 6-c Geographic locatioa. This does not 
include nationality or re~gios! (Dedudian of 5 points or fracticm 
baed  on clcgrte of fdenttdcatioo) 

9- An essay may be wrlttm in either Endish, Fm&, or Spanish if 
the language used ia an officiaj languap of the country In which 
the sponsoring Club ie hated.  

10. The entry must be stapled together in &e uppm left-hand corner. 
Overs of m y  type arc nut accepted. 

11. Any protest in the coodud of any Club or Disbtct conteot must be 
made immediateiy. 'ihe b s y  Contwt Chair wiJ1 decide a11 pmm 
tn cmfonntty with the coateat r u k  l'k dakivn of the comest 
C h i c  is final, and no Ngha appds  dl7 vin mm. 

Sedan IV -Judging and Timing 
1. Judging will be completed by a panel of three non-()Vimiat 

qualified judges. 
2. In an effort to conceal the identlty of each contestant. each entr)l 
da bQ assigned a number by the essay contest Chdir The 
assigned number will be pbced on tbe titk page and first page of 
the essay. The title page wfll then be detclct~etl r ~ l d  ~mained by 
the essay cocltest Chair. The judges will be glven the e s a y  
bearing only the assigned number. 

3. Judges win not dlsn~ss VT compare essavs being judged. 
4 (3aty judges can assign a penalty or award potnts 
Section V - Swrlng of Contest 
Scoring procedures at all. lmels of the contest will k ident i~~l .  
I .  Material Organization (Logicaf Inteiptetation of the subject, 

adherence to topi): 40 points 
2. Vmbuhry am? Style (Fhtaslng and conti~uityl: 30 points 
3. Gnrnmar, Punctuation, Spelling: 20 points 
4. Neatness: 5 points 
5. Adherence to contest rules (prepared in the groper ionat); 

5 poinm 
Section \n - Pmahies 
1. Failure to identlfy total number of words: 5 polar 
2. Failure to ~tay within the 400-500 word limir: 5 points 
3. Self-identification: 5 points 
4. Failure to double-space; S polnu 
SecdarrVU-Awards 
Only OptixnJst hternetional awards obtained from Shutnsky 

'Enterpri~e or the Canadian Service Centre are lo be gjvm at all Club 
and Dtstdct level contests. 
1. Club level - medallion 
2. nistrict Lvel - pkque and a $650 college scholarship Qr the hnt 

place winner 
3. Intemt&mal Iml - 

F'mt-phax plaque, trip to convention for winner and parent$, 
' $5,000 collqe schohrship 

mnd-pbee:  plaque, $3,000 college schnkrship 
Thirdplace plaque, $2,000 college schoXaxship 

A. Schokmhlps a n  funded by the Optimbt lnternarional 
Foundations of tbe United Stata and Canaria 

B. Xholarships awarded are for use at a college. univenity. or 
trade school. 

C. AH scholarships will be payable to the educational 
inetitution of the recipient9 choice, ~ u b i c a  to the appmval 
ol Optimist Internatlona I ,  

D. All scholarship$ w i U  be administered by Optirt~ist 
htemational. 

E. SchoJarship.lps are held for 12 pars  from the efimive date, 
For more informatian contact: 


